Lynn GAIL Hart, 61 years old, died in Seattle, Washington at the University of Washington Medical Center on September 8, 2010, following a lung transplant.  Sadly the lung transplant was a success, but by the time she was able to receive the lung she was, in the doctor’s words, much sicker than he knew. 

Gail was born in Pendleton, Oregon on July 29, 1949.  Eastern Oregon was always her home, going to school in La Grande, Pendleton, and Cove as a small child.  From Seventh grade she went to Union schools and graduated in 1967.  She married Stephen L. Hart of Union on June 11, 1968.  Their first daughter Christen was born February 3, l969 in Corvallis, Oregon while Steve finished up college and Becky was born December 22, 1970 in Hawaii.  They traveled with their children for many years as Steve was in the Navy.  They lived many places across the United States as well as Hawaii.  After leaving Navy life in 1978 they settled in Union, Cove, La Grande, and Haines.  The family had a small place with a cherry orchard in Cove on Mill Creek which Gail loved. They owned and operated “The Stange Manor” on Walnut Street in La Grande as a bed and breakfast and a place where many parties, weddings, receptions and business meetings were held. They owned and operated The Haines Steakhouse for about 20 Years and moved to Haines until Gail sold the restaurant, put up a new house in La Grande and moved there in 2005.
Gail is survived by her daughters and families: Christen Hart and children Lauren, Stephen and Jayden of La Grande; Becky Hart Hinson, husband Shane and daughter Tianna of McCall, Idaho. Her mother Bernadine Sharp Dunbar Curry and father Gene of La Grande. Sisters, Jeanne Dunbar Stitzel and husband Mike of Valdez, Alaska (sons Brad and Brian); Cindy Dunbar Shanks and husband Jim of Spokane, Washington (sons Coby and Curt).  Brother, Wes Dunbar and wife Maureen of Union (children Michelle, Debra, Jason, Erick and CW).  Also, the Hart family who loved her dearly; and many other relatives and friends.  She was preceded in death by her birth father Charles Thomas Dunbar.
Gail’s passion first and foremost was her grandchildren. Lauren, Stephen, Jayden and Tianna were the loves of her life and all of them were able to visit her in Seattle just before she died.  She was a very creative person who spent her free time doing wonderful handwork and crafts.  You are a lucky person if you have one of her beautiful handmade items. Gail also loved gardening and traveling by cruise ship. 
Everyone knowing and loving Gail was touched by her compassion for life and her love for anyone she ever met as well as all her family and friends.  Our cherished Mother, Daughter, Sister and Grandmother will be loved and missed by all the lives she ever touched.
Gail loved planting trees and flowers and was very passionate about organ donation.  Please consider doing these things in her memory.
P.S. “Dance on, Gail and Pat….free of oxygen tanks and wheel chairs.”

A celebration of life will be held Saturday, October 2nd at Riverside Park Pavilion at 2:00pm. Please bring any thoughts, memories or stories about Gail you’d like to share.   Arrangements are being handled by Loveland Funeral Chapel in La Grande.

